
Scripture Reading (Joshua 1:3-9)

3 Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given you, as I said to 
Moses. 4 From the wilderness and this Lebanon as far as the great river, the River 
Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and to the Great Sea toward the going down of the 
sun, shall be your territory. 5 No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your 
life; as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave you nor forsake you. 6 Be 
strong and of good courage, for to this people you shall divide as an inheritance the land 
which I swore to their fathers to give them. 7 Only be strong and very courageous, that 
you may observe to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded 
you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever 
you go. 8 This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in 
it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then 
you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success. 9 Have I not 
commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for 
the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
How encouraging these words must have been to Joshua.  Be strong and of good courage…your way prosperous…have good success…do not be afraid, nor dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.



Discouraging Times (2020)

▪ Limited social interaction

▪ No school, college, working from home

▪ Harder to be encouraged when we don’t see each other

▪ How do we know if someone is discouraged

▪ Harder to find ways to help from a distance

▪ Strain on family (holidays alone)

▪ COVID (sickness, masks, fear, finance)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
People seem to be down. Holidays are just not the same.  



1 Thessalonians 5:11 Therefore comfort each other and edify one 
another, just as you also are doing.



Definition of encourage

transitive verb

1a: to inspire with courage, spirit, or hope : HEARTEN she was encouraged to 
continue by her early success

b: to attempt to persuade : URGE they encouraged him to go back to school

2: to spur on : STIMULATE warm weather encourages plant growth

3: to give help or patronage to : FOSTER government grants designed 
to encourage conservation

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/transitive
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/hearten
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/urge
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/stimulate
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/foster


Think about it …

▪ Who has been the most encouraging person in 
your life? 

▪ Today we consider how Barnabas was an 
encourager in the early church
– We are called also to encourage people in their 

relationships with Christ and with one another.

▪ Discuss how can we encourage others?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Why were they such an encouragement to you? nice things to say, correction when we need it, help us up when we fall, positive attitude.  Encouragement can be confidence in us and pushing people to do more and be more. My Dad was always great in pushing us to do more and not be afraid to try.  “Ever tried. Ever failed. No matter. Try again. Fail again. Fail better.” Samuel Beckett



Listen for Barnabas’ new job.

Acts 11:22-24 (NKJV) 22 Then news of these things came 
to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent out 
Barnabas to go as far as Antioch. 23 When he came and 
had seen the grace of God, he was glad, and encouraged 
them all that with purpose of heart they should continue 
with the Lord. 24 For he was a good man, full of the Holy 
Spirit and of faith. And a great many people were added 
to the Lord.

What can we do today to be like Barnabas to encourage 
others to be convicted in their heart to stay faithful? 



Encourage Others to Grow in Christ

▪ Who heard about the successful preaching of 
the gospel and what was their response? 

▪ What words or phrases in these verses lend 
support that Barnabas was the right person to 
send to Antioch? 

▪ How did Barnabas encourage the Christians at 
Antioch? 

Prov. 11:27
One who diligently 
seeks good seeks 

favor, But one who 
seeks evil, evil will 

come to him.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Church of Jerusalem heard about the success at Antioch and sent Barnabas. Someone they knew could be counted on to do a great job. He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith.  To be an encourager our faith needs to be strong. People will not listen to someone who is not convicted and doesn’t have a strong belief in God and His promises. People will be motivated by our belief and hope in heaven. 



Encourage Others to Grow in Christ

▪ Why is someone like Barnabas a real asset to a 
church?

▪ How do we intentionally grow into the role of 
an encourager?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The church is an important target for Satan.  If he can break heart of Christians, cause discouragement in the church, he will destroy the pilar and ground of the truth.  He can steal souls. 1 Tim. 3:15 but if I am delayed, I write so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.1 Thess. 5:14 Now we exhort you, brethren, warn those who are unruly, comfort the fainthearted, uphold the weak, be patient with all.Heb. 10:24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.Parable of the talents



Listen for a new nickname.

Acts 11:25-26 25 And he left for Tarsus to look for 
Saul; 26 and when he had found him, he brought him 
to Antioch. And for an entire year they met with the 
church and taught considerable numbers of people; 

and the disciples were first called Christians in 
Antioch.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What potential do we have in our area.  The name Christian means we are followers of Christ.  We try to imitate Him like the Christians at Antioch. 



Encourage Others to Serve Christ

▪ After assessing the situation in Antioch, what did 
Barnabas do?

▪ Why do you think Barnabas went for Saul (it had 
been about 10 years since their acquaintance in 
Jerusalem)? 

▪ What was the primary scope of their ministry 
together in Antioch? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The successful preaching of Christianity at Antioch to non-Jews led the church at Jerusalem to send Barnabas there to oversee the movement (Acts 11:20–22). He found the work so extensive and weighty that he went to Tarsus in search of Paul (still referred to as Saul), "an admirable colleague", to assist him. Paul returned with him to Antioch and labored with him for a whole year (Acts 11:25–26). At the end of this period, the two were sent up to Jerusalem (44 AD) with contributions from the church at Antioch for the relief of the poorer Christians in Judea.He saw the potential, but much work was needed.  We can’t expect someone else to do all the work. 



Application

▪ A note of thanks. 
– Identify one person who has encouraged you. 
– Write a note to him or her and express your gratitude for 

the help and encouragement. 

▪ We need to let the ones we love know how much we 
appreciate them.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Word of thanks.  The encouragement of receiving a card.  Give our love ones praise and celebrate their successes. Encourage them to get up when they fall.  Who are our loved ones: parents, children, spouse, and our brothers and sisters in Christ. 



Application

▪ A word of encouragement. 
– Take time this week to 

encourage someone in their 
walk with Christ. 

– Make a call, write a note, or 
come alongside the person 
you know who needs a word of 
support. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Do we even think about who we can encourage?  Who needs encouragement.  What can you do? 



Application

▪ A relationship of encouragement. 
– Develop an ongoing relationship with 

someone that includes regular 
meetings. 

– Mentor the person in a particular area 
of life and encourage his or her 
growth in Christ

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It doesn’t have to be our child, close friend, or relative.  Try to build a real relationship.   



Encouragement

▪ We have ability to connect in more ways than ever (phone, text, 
email, Facebook, Twitter, Portal)

▪ Be an encourager to our young people to do their best in school and 
strengthen their faith to God

▪ Commit the time to know how folks are doing (workgroups)

▪ Make food, pickup groceries, just call and talk to them and let them 
know you are thinking of them 

▪ Find ways to stay in touch, participate in remote services

▪ COVID – don’t let it get us down

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I have to give kudos and appreciation to my wife. She doesn’t know how much she encourages me.  She does so much for other people. She gives up something most people cannot give…her time.  She will labor for hours in the kitchen and then just give it away like it means nothing.  She always makes some extra for me.  She makes me feel special.  This is why I seek her approval above all others.  We want to not let down those we love and respect. It makes us stronger and want to do better and be better. Be that person for someone 



Recent Facebook Postings



Recent Facebook Postings

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is our prayer that you grow in the grace of Christ.  He will never fail you, but will help you in the path of life.  Keep your faith in Him and you shall be able to move mountains. Victor McCormick2 Corinthians 6:22 For He says: “In an acceptable time I have heard you, And in the day of salvation I have helped you.” Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.Matt 17:20 So Jesus said to them, “Because of your unbelief; for assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move; and nothing will be impossible for you.



Encourage our Children

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Larry and Marlene will soon be giving you Sue, but the greatest gift I can give you is the word of God.  Read it, live by it, and you and Sue will be blessed in all that you do. Remember a year ago when you were tiring of all the work and study? I told you to put God first in your life and eventually all these things would be yours.  Well it is a year later, you've got Sue, graduated and have a wonderful job. Now, don’t forget the warning I also gave you that day. When you receive all these things don’t forget the Father in heaven who gave all this! May God Bless you and Sue with much happiness and continued health. Love Mom. . Father-in-law is so great of saying encouraging words. Sad when the ones we love we have the hardest things to say. You can’t do nothing right.  Your always getting into trouble.  Instead we should say. It’s okay everyone makes mistakes. Just do your best. I have confidence in you. 



Encourage One Another

1 Tim. 2:4

1 Thessalonians 5:11
11 Therefore comfort each other and 
edify one another, just as you also 
are doing.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
“who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.”
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