
West Main Anchor

Study the Bible

Would you like to be more familiar with the scriptures? 
Ask us about our Bible correspondence program.
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Duty Roster Sunday AM Sun PM Wed PM

Announce Jeff Lewis Jeff Lewis Wesley Lewis

Open  Prayer Zach Leach Jeremy Hall Jeff Lewis

Song Leader Jake Leach Wesley Lewis Mike Anderson

Preside Table Rick Lucas Jeff Lewis
Bread

Fruit of vine
Offering
Bulletins

Ty Leach
Tony Wells

Rick Hamilton
Colby Strawn 

Song Service

Script Reading Easton Hall

Lesson / Inv. Darren Leach Matt Palmer Gary Lucas Jr
Closing Prayer Dan Maas Gary Lucas Jr Jake Leach

Hebrews 6:19a Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both 
sure and steadfast, and which entereth into that within the veil

Anyone wishing to be baptized please contact one of the 
elders or deacons .

Meeting Times
Sunday:     Bible Study – 9:30 am 
    Worship – 10:30 am
Sunday Evening: Worship: 6:00 pm
Wednesday:    Bible Study & Worship – 7:00 pm

WHEN YOU PRAY, PLEASE REMEMBER:
Gary  Lucas, Jared Kernen, Ida Blatt, 
Connie Willison, Vivian Anderson, Allen 
Withrow.  

Building Lockup: Matt Palmer & Jeremy Hall

17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art 
thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed 

it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 
18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon 
this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall 

not prevail against it.

January Birthdays: 
Gary Lucas Jr 01/03, , Melanie Beeson 01/09, 
Gary Lucas 01/10, Owen Sherman and Rick 
Hamilton 01/20,  Cole Palmer 01/29 Back to the church of the New 

Testament

Matt 16:17-18

Alexander Campbell, 
Barton W. Stone, and 
John Smith. The aim 
of these men was to 
do things just as the 
Apostles had taught, 
and thus, being 
disentangled from 
the embarrassments 
of intervening ages of 
apostasy. 



The Elders: 
Jeff Lewis – 425-9269,  Darren Leach 

238-1370 & Rick Lucas 782-1748
Deacons: Mike Anderson, Ty Leach &    

Matt Palmer

West Main Street CoC's Zoom 
Meeting Room

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/304
8575705?pwd=VHRub2ZJeW5

TQ0xJTEhkcDhTOHJmdz09
Meeting ID: 304 857 5705

Passcode: 12345
Dial by your location

+1 929 205 6099 

The Church of Christ
Tom Moore

Nearly two thousand years ago the Lord promised to build His church 
(Matthew 16:16-18). In AD 30 the church of Christ, the promised church, was 
established in Jerusalem on the first Pentecost following the resurrection of 
Christ (Acts 2). Jesus purchased this church with His blood (Acts 20:28). The 
first-century church was united under the one Head – Christ, followed the 
same rule – the New Testament, and were of the same mind and practice. 
The first-century church was united in doctrine, worship, and organization.

For about two hundred years the church was true to apostolic teaching. But 
the church of the first century began to drift into apostasy. This came as no 
surprise, for it was foretold by the apostle Paul, “But the Spirit saith expressly, 
that in later times some shall fall away from the faith, giving heed to seducing 
spirits and doctrines of demons” (1 Timothy 4:1), and he said there would be 
a “falling away” (2 Thessalonians 2:3). There were six basic developments that 
caused this “falling away.”

First, there was the gradual development of a system of rulers, a hierarchy, 
patterned after the political organization of the Roman Empire. Secondly, 
there came extensive modification of Christian doctrine through Greek 
culture. Thirdly, there was the introduction of Jewish and pagan doctrines, 
customs, and ceremonies into the church. Fourthly, there came the 
formulating of elaborate, uninspired church decrees. In the fifth place, a 
human priesthood was created, vested with spiritual powers and privileges.

And finally, there was the assumption of both spiritual and temporal power 
by church leaders. 

These developments were foreign to the Bible, yet they were very 
prominent in the development of church history. Centuries of ignorance 
and superstition led to the birth of the apostate church. Over the years 
many had tried to get back to the “old paths” (Jeremiah 6:16). Men such as 
John Huss and Huldrick Zwingli gave their lives in such an endeavor. Later, 
other men like Martin Luther, John Calvin, John Wesley, and a host of 
others, worked toward the old paths. The trouble with these men is that 
they did not reach all the back to Jerusalem – they tried to reform the 
church instead of restoring the New Testament church. Much good came 
out of the Reformation Movement – the Bible being translated into the 
language of the people, and the people being encouraged to study the Bible 
for themselves – but they did not go back to AD 30 in search of the New 
Testament church.

Early in the nineteenth century, there was general unrest among the 
churches of America. In all denominations, there could be found those who 
believed that the followers of Christ should lay aside the traditions of men 
and go back to the church described in the New Testament. Among this 
number were men like Alexander Campbell, Barton W. Stone, and John 
Smith. The aim of these men, and others like them, was to do things just as 
the Apostles had taught, and thus, being disentangled from the 
embarrassments of intervening ages of apostasy. Their desire was not to 
establish or start another church, but to call people back to the church of 
the New Testament. These restorers held up the Bible as their only guide in 
religious matters and restored the church of Christ.

It is important to realize that if we sow the same seed the apostles sowed in 
the first century – the word of God (Luke 8:11), the same harvest will be 
produced. Paul said, for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap…” (Galatians 6:7). Every seed produces after its kind. If we sow oats we 
will reap oats, and if we sow corn, we will reap corn. When the seed of the 
kingdom was planted in the first century it did not produce various 
denominations – it produced the New Testament church – the church of 
Christ. Today, if that same seed is planted – the word of God, then the New 
Testament church will be the result. The church of the first century exists 
today because the very same seed is planted.
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